Good Evening Comrades,
 I want to start by saying that I am extremely proud of all the District Surgeons within the Department. They are all doing an amazing job and I’m truly grateful for their efforts and contributions to the quality of life for all the Veterans in need.
 I have to put special emphasis on a District in particular. The 5th District have truly distinguished themselves among their peers! The 5th District Surgeon Program, led by Jacob Schluckebier have sponsored a number of Health Fairs. The latest event was Veteran Health and Benefit Fair held on 9 May 2026 at VFW Post 1361 in Hutchinson, KS. 
The Fair was coordinated by VFW Post 1361 Surgeon Adrian Squires in conjunction with the VA PAO and hosted approximately 75 Veterans and their families. The Fair was the avenue for the VA registration of 24 Veterans and 16 VA benefit claims. This is a tremendous accomplishment for a Fair that lasted 5 hours.
Of course, this was a team effort and I want to say Thank You so much to the following entities that participated in the event and were instrumental in it’s success:
· 5th District Surgeon, Jacob Schluckebier
· VFW Posts: 1361 Hutchinson, 3111 Great Bend, 2715 McPherson, 3115 Wichita and 6957 Haysville
· VFW Auxiliary (Members at Large)
· KS4VETS
· Kansas Office of Veteran Services
· The Veterans Administration
· Defense Commissary Agency representatives from McConnell Air Force Base 
· Veterans Administration Women’s Health
· Mental Health America of South-Central Kansas
· Reserve Component Transition Assistance Advisor Program
 Although this is not an all inclusive list, its quite impressive nonetheless. This event and the previous Fairs sponsored by the 5th District set a bar that few are willing to meet. So once again, from the bottom of my heart, Thank You all so much for what you’ve accomplished and for what I’m sure is on the horizon! Awesome work!
Very Respectfully,
Allen Owens, Department Surgeon.

